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Book Reviews. 265 

Personality, Human and Divine. Being the Bampton Lectures 
for the year 1894. By J. R. Illingworth, M.A. London: 
Macmillan & Co. Pp. 274. Price, $1.75. 

These lectures are an attempt to show that belief in a personal 
God is an instinctive judgment, and that that judgment is justified 
by reason. The old lines of distinction between Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion are ignored, and doctrines like that of the Trinity 
are treated as necessarily involved in the conception of personality. 
Because man is triune, he must conceive of God as triune also. 
The chapters in which this argument is elaborated will be found, 
by most readers, to be more ingenious than convincing. They do 
not prove enough for the orthodox theologian. The lecturer says 
that human personality is essentially triune " because it consists of a 
subject, an object, and their relation." But we are, after admit- 
ting this, as far from the doctrine of the Trinity, as formulated in 
the creeds, as ever. On the other hand, the freethinker,' having 
attained to trinity, is not satisfied that he cannot carry his analysis 
further into multiplicity. Indeed, the speculations as to why the 
human mind loves the number three, and why the threefold divi- 
sions are so convenient, are of the same order as the speculations 
of Emerson's forest seer on — 

" Why nature loves the number five, 
And why the star form she repeats." 

The chapter on "Moral affinity needful for the knowledge of a 
person" is full of suggestive sentences. "Self-communication is 
of the essence of personality." To know any person there must 
" exist the kind and degree of affinity between us which can alone 
make self-revelation on his part possible." " The same limitations 
which qualify our power of knowing a person, qualify also the 
possibility of his making himself known to us." 

The treatment of pre-Christian religion is of scholarly breadth. 
The old form of apology which endeavored to prove the truth of 
Christianity in contrast to the falsehood of other creeds is given 
up. Christianity is treated as the culmination of an historic process 
as old as humanity itself. 

The book is of value for its indications of ethical and spiritual 
insight rather than for the cogency of its formal argument. 

Samuel M. Crothers. 

Cambridge, Mass. 
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